ON (CTENOLUCIUS GILL, A NEGLECTED GENUS OF
CHARACIN FISITES, WITIHH NOTISS ON THE TYPICAL
SPECIES. : :

By Barrox A. Beax.

Assistant Curator, Division of Fishes, U, N. National ascun.

In a footnote to his Catalogue of the fishes of the cast coast of
North America. Greenland to Georgna. inserted at the end of the
Proceedings of the Academy of Natural Sciences of Philadelphia,
NXIIT. for 1S61 (1862). page S, Dr. Theodore N. (:ill proposed the
name ('tenolicins for fishes closely allied to the X'iphostomas of Spix,
but having the dorsal fin placed far back. the scales very strongly
ctenoid. ete. T quote Doctor Gill’s note in full :

In a species preserved in the Musenm of the Smithsonian Institution, nearly
allied to the Niphostomas of Spix, and especially to the Xiptiostonwe hujeta of
Vilenciennes, the scitles are covered with numerons closely  approxinuited
ridges abruptly comuiencing at the bases of their exposed surfaces and ter-
minating in as nany strong teeth on the posterior margin.  Valenciennes has
not deseribed the structnre of the seales in the species of Xiphostoma known to
him. Dut he, as well as Miiller and Troschel in the * HHorwe Iehthyologice,”
have mentioned them as being of moderate size.  The ridges and pectinated
margings of those of our fish are so strongly marked that it is scarvcely possible
that they should have been overlooked if they oceurred in the species known to
the very excellent naturalists above mentioned.

The dorsal tin of our fish is more posterior than in the typical Xiphostomas,
being above the anal: the anus is under the anterior rays of the dorsal.,  In this
respect it resembles Niphostowa wmacalatiom and N, hajcta of Valenciennes,

Three specimens of the species were collected at Truando by Mur. Arthur Schott
on Lientenant Michler's expedition to the Atrato River. They will he desceribed
under the generic name of Ctenolucins. It must remain undecided whether the
two species of Niplosiowa of Valenciennes, agreeing in the position of the
dorsal and anal fins, are really congenerie,

In 1878, in his paper entitled Zur Fisch-Fauna des Magdalenen-
Stromes, Dr. Franz Steindachner desceribed a species of (haracin
from the Magdalena River under the generic vame Luciocharar, with
the following characterization: Form of body and snout essentially
as i Xiphostoma.,  TIntermaxillary and lower jaw very long. the
former heset anteriovly with two rows of lavger teeth. The palatine
teeth numerous and very small.  Dorsal and anal inserted far back-
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ward. Secales of the body constderably larger than in X'iphostoma.
Lateral hne incompletely developed. -

An excellent fignre is given by Doctor Steindachner in the paper
cited above (Plate NXTII. fig. 2), and the species. whieh is called
insculptus, is fully deseribed on pages 51-53. It 15 very similar to
hujeta. differing mamly in the depth of body. and may be identical
with that species.

(. snacilatns, another species of this eroup, has S8 scales i the
Iateral line, being intermediate in this respect hetween (. Awjeta and
the many-sealed spectes cirieri and ocellatian, which have 105 to 106
scales.

The following genera are now included in the subfamily Xiplos-
tomine:

Niphostoma Speix, Pisces Brasilienses, 1820, pp. 78-79.  Type, Y. cuvicri

Ctenolucins 1Ln, Proe. Aead. Nat. Seio Phila,, 1861, po S of appendix.
Type, . hajeta.

Luciochwrar STEINDACHNER (a synonym of Clenolucius), Zur Iisch-Fauna
des Magdalenen-Stronies, 1878, pp. H1-03. Type, L. inscalptus.

Boulengerella E1GENMANN  (simtilar to or identical with Ctenolucins),
Smith. Mis. Col., XLV, 1903, p. 147, Type, Xiphostoma latervistriga
Boulenger.

Belonocharar FowLpr (a synonym of Ctenalucins), I'roe. Acead. Nat. Nei.
I'hila., LVI1I, I't. 3. Oct., 1906, pp. 464166, Type, B. beand.

Judging from the illustration of Xiphostoma curicri; in Spix's
Pisces Brasilienses, Plate XLIL all species coming under the sub-
family Xiphostouine probably have pectinate =cales. In a recent
letter. Dr. €. I Figenmann says that there i1z no donbt that the
genera Ctenolucivs, Luciocharar, and Belonocharar arve identieal.
Tle examined the types of Awjeta and fuscnd ptus while in Enrope last
summer. and has Tittle doubt that they represent the same species.

The following notes are taken from two specimens of ('tenolucins
hojeta preserved in the collections of the UL S, National Musenm, be-
ing the examples mentioned by Doctor Gill in 1861:

Deserviption—A\ male. 9 inches long. Cat. No. 1658, U.S.NM,,
taken in the Truando River. a tributavy of the Atrato River. United
States of Colombia, winter of 1857 and 1858, A, Schott, collector: @

1Tead 3: depth 72 eve 3 in stout, 7 in head: D. 10: \. 12 (3, 9) ;
V. 1. 72 scales 19, 5/1/6.

Body elongate, pike-shaped. entirely covered with strongly peeti-
nate seales: teeth of the jaws in a single series. very regular. pointed
and curved backward: a few strong palatine teeth: mandibular bar-
bels present. one on etther side near tip of lower jaw: upper jaw
strongly curved in anterior part and shehtly projecting over the

2 Survey for Interoceanic Ship Canal via the Atrato and Truando Rivers,
Dee. 1, 1857, to Mar, 23, 1858, Senate Doc. 9, 2d sess., 36th Cong., VII, Pt. 1,
1860 61.
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lower jaw, the latter when closed fitting snugly into the upper; head
entirely covered with flat, finely sculptured, bony processes: fins all
well developed; pectorals rather less than half length of head: dorsal
fin situated far back, its origin being but slightly 1 advance of that
of the anal, the extended rays of the latter almost reaching to the
caudal fin: caudal deeply emarginate; the anal fin of the male speci-
men much enlarged: caudal peduncle elongate, its length measured
from anal fin to origin of middle candal rays, being about equal to
the length of the snout.

CTENOLUCIUS HUJETA.

Color in spirits: Upper parts rusty (brownish) with faint hori-
zontal lines extending on the body from head to caudal: lower parts
lighter, silverv: opercular {lap silvery: eve dark on top, golden
around the jet-black iris. pupil a rusty yellow: dorsal. anal, and
audal slightly dusky : pectorals and ventrals plain; the black ocellus
at origin of caudal very conspicuous.

Another example, a female S inches long, from the same source as
the foregoing. has slenderer jaws and a much smaller anal fin. A
third example from this lot was sent years ago to the Academy of
Natural Sciences of Philadelphia, where it is now preserved.
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